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31 JuLy 1931 - TELEPHONE COMPANIES.

According to Mr. W.H. Gallagher, the first telephone in Vancouver was burned in the Great Fire,
and the news sent to Westminster by phone from George Black’s, Hastings, to which point an
extension had been made.

“Dr. Lefevre reorganised the first telephone company,” said Mr. H.P. McCraney. “Joe Armstrong
and his crowd controlled it at first. Dr. Lefevre practically ‘put a gun’ to Joe’s head, and told him
he would organise another company if he was not given control.”

Query: Was that the New Westminster and Burrard Inlet Telephone Company?

“Yes, that would be the one. The original line was built from New Westminster to Port Moody to
keep in touch with the Onderdonk construction of the C.P.R.”

31 JuLY 1931 - CENTRAL PARK. RIFLE RANGES. RICHMOND RIFLE RANGE.

It was at the suggestion of Captain T.O. Townley, then of New Westminster (Captain, 2 July
1890) but afterwards Mayor of Vancouver (1901), that a strip of land on the west side of Central
Park was set aside as a rifle range. The old rifle range which had served New Westminster was
across the river at South Westminster and was hard to get at; there was no bridge then, and
those of the Vancouver Rifle Association, organised 1889, used a rifle range of a sort at
Moodyville, across the flats. (See Rules and Regulations, Vancouver Rifle Association, in
Archives.)

By establishing a rifle range at a central location such as Central Park, one of these two ranges
could be abolished; and besides, now that the electric street car, the interurban line, was running,
it would be far more convenient to go by street car, take less time, and be more convenient than a
long circuitous journey across water, followed by a considerable walk.
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