
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 
 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 
 
 

Early Vancouver  

Volume One  

By: Major J.S. Matthews, V.D.  

2011 Edition (Originally Published 1932)  

Narrative of Pioneers of Vancouver, BC Collected During 1931-1932. 

A Collection of Historical Data, Maps, and Plans Made with the Assistance of  
Pioneers of Vancouver Between March and December 1931.  

About the 2011 Edition 

The 2011 edition is a transcription of the original work collected and published by Major Matthews. Handwritten marginalia 
and corrections Matthews made to his text over the years have been incorporated and some typographical errors have 
been corrected, but no other editorial work has been undertaken. The edition and its online presentation was produced by 
the City of Vancouver Archives to celebrate the 125th anniversary of the City's founding. The project was made possible 
by funding from the Vancouver Historical Society. 

Copyright Statement 

© 2011 City of Vancouver. Any or all of Early Vancouver may be used without restriction as to the nature or purpose of the 
use, even if that use is for commercial purposes. You may copy, distribute, adapt and transmit the work. It is required that 
a link or attribution be made to the City of Vancouver. 

Reproductions 

High resolution versions of any graphic items in Early Vancouver are available. A fee may apply. 

Citing Information 

When referencing the 2011 edition of Early Vancouver, please cite the page number that appears at the bottom of the  
page in the PDF version only, not the page number indicated by your PDF reader. Here are samples of how to cite this  
source:  

Footnote or Endnote Reference:   
Major James Skitt Matthews, Early Vancouver, Vol. 1 (Vancouver: City of Vancouver, 2011), 33.  
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Item # EarlyVan_v1_0047 

7 JULY 1931 - COLUMBIA STREET. 
“In the early days, the waters of False Creek came closest to those of Burrard Inlet at Columbia 
Street. They came almost right up to Pender Street. The shore at the foot of Carrall Street (Royal 
City Planing Mills) was a little further south,” said Mr. H.P. McCraney this evening, after lecturing 
to the Pioneers Association on the construction of the first electric railway in Vancouver, for which 
he had the contract in part. 

“At high tide, the waters pretty much overflowed from False Creek to Burrard Inlet. Columbia 
Street was the lowest point, as well as the narrowest. All that low portion of Vancouver, between 
Columbia Street and some distance to the west on Hastings Street, was filled in to a depth of 
four, perhaps only three feet deep.” 

DUPONT STREET, NOW PENDER STREET EAST. CARRALL STREET. 
“The tide came right up to the corner of Dupont and Columbia Street. I helped to pile, cap, bridge 
and plank Dupont Street from Columbia to Carrall Street.” (Mr. J.A. Mateer, a very early member 
of the Vancouver Volunteer Fire Brigade.) “It came right up to Dupont Street.” 

WATER STREET, HASTINGS STREET, KEEFER STREET. 
Extract, Daily News-Advertiser, 12 July 1887 (U.B.C. Library). 

Board of Works: We recommend acceptance of the following tenders: 

J.B. McKim: For Water St. without sidewalks, grubbing, $1.65 per lineal foot. 
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