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THE GREAT FIRE. JOHN MORTON’S CLEARING. W.D. HAYWOOD. 
W.D. Haywood, Rogers Building, July 1932. “I came up here in September 1885. After the Great Fire I 
helped to pick up the body of a man who was burned to death—he must have had two fifty-cent pieces in 
his pocket, because when we found them they were melted into one another. 

“John Morton’s clearing was just a bit of a place, perhaps half an acre.” 

THE FIRST TRAIN INTO VANCOUVER. 
A pioneer, name lost, 19 August 1932. “I was on the first train into Vancouver, just an engine and a box 
car filled with twenty men, labourers, and I was one of them. It must have been the 20th, or maybe the 
22nd March 1887; we got as far as Hastings Sawmill, the engine could get no further. 

“You see, there was a lot of trestle work on the C.P.R. line at first—along the shore” (see old maps of 
1886) “the ties and rails were down on these trestles, but there was nothing underneath to support them; 
the gang I was with was sent down to fill in the hollows under these trestles; the ties were hanging onto 
the rails by the spikes, and our work was to fill in under the ties with earth. There were a number of places 
to be filled in; the engine could get as far as Hastings Mill, but no further. Of course, the Hastings Mill was 
the end and the centre of everything going on at that time; the freight landed there. As soon as the engine 
and box car arrived the first thing we did was to fill in the hollows—we used push cars, pushed by hand.” 
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