
Early Vancouver 
 

Volume Three 
 

By: Major J.S. Matthews, V.D. 
 

2011 Edition (Originally Published 1935) 
 

Narrative of Pioneers of Vancouver, BC Collected During 1933-1934. 
 

Supplemental to Volumes One and Two collected in 1931-1932. 
 

About the 2011 Edition 
The 2011 edition is a transcription of the original work collected and published by Major Matthews. 
Handwritten marginalia and corrections Matthews made to his text over the years have been incorporated 
and some typographical errors have been corrected, but no other editorial work has been undertaken. 
The edition and its online presentation was produced by the City of Vancouver Archives to celebrate the 
125th anniversary of the City's founding. The project was made possible by funding from the Vancouver 
Historical Society. 

Copyright Statement 

© 2011 City of Vancouver. Any or all of Early Vancouver may be used without restriction as to the nature 
or purpose of the use, even if that use is for commercial purposes. You may copy, distribute, adapt and 
transmit the work. It is required that a link or attribution be made to the City of Vancouver.  
 

Reproductions 
 
High resolution versions of any graphic items in Early Vancouver are available. A fee may apply. 
 

Citing Information 
 

When referencing the 2011 edition of Early Vancouver, please cite the page number that appears at the 
bottom of the page in the PDF version only, not the page number indicated by your PDF reader. Here are 
samples of how to cite this source: 
 
Footnote or Endnote Reference:  
Major James Skitt Matthews, Early Vancouver, Vol. 3 (Vancouver: City of Vancouver, 2011), 33. 
 
Bibliographic Entry: 
Matthews, Major James Skitt. Early Vancouver, Vol. 3. Vancouver: City of Vancouver, 2011. 

 
Contact Information 

City of Vancouver Archives 
1150 Chestnut Street, Vancouver, B.C. V6J 3J9 
604.736.8561 
archives@vancouver.ca 
vancouver.ca/archives 
 
 
 



19 JUNE 1933 – DAILY NEWS-ADVERTISER. NEWSPAPERS. 
Memo of conversation with George H. Miller of Hugh A. Fraser and Co., real estate, Hastings Street 
West. (Member Vancouver Pioneers Association.) 

Mr. Miller said: 

“You know the old Gurney Cab stables on Westminster Avenue where they were going to stable the 
horses for the street cars. When you showed that lantern slide picture the other night before the Pioneers 
it reminded me that in 1890 I used to go there every morning to get the bundle of News-Advertisers for 
my paper route. I had all east of Westminster Avenue, and had just thirty newspapers to deliver. 

“Used to get up at 5.30 a.m. in the morning and get back about 8 a.m. in time to go to school; another boy 
had west of Westminster Avenue. I had to walk too, no bicycle, could not use a bicycle, no roads, then too 
it was dark, no lights then, couldn’t ride a bicycle. 

“I started east up a trail with a single plank, afterwards Front Street, now First Avenue East, crossed a 
creek—the slaughterhouse was up there—then followed the trail up to the North Arm Road, now corner 
Kingsway and Fraser Avenue, where Henry’s Nurseries were, then back to the corner of 9th Avenue, now 
Broadway, and Westminster Avenue, now Main Street, and on home and to school. I walked about 6 or 8 
miles, and made fifty cents a week. Westminster Avenue was the western boundary of my route; the 
woods were the other boundaries, and thirty papers in all to deliver.” 

(Note: see also Roy Oben, now postmaster and school teacher, Lasqueti Island, late of Central Park, son 
of Phillip Oben.) 

KERRISDALE. MAGEE. HUGH MAGEE. 
The original crown grant of D.L. 194 on the North Arm of the Fraser River in Point Grey to Hugh Magee is 
dated Victoria 13th December 1889. It shows W.S. Gore as surveyor-general, F.G. Vernon as Chief 
Commissioner of Lands and Works, and Hugh Nelson, Lieutenant-Governor. It is in the Land Registry 
Office, Vancouver. A map is attached of which this is a tracing.  

It conveys one hundred and ninety-one acres to Hugh Magee for one hundred and ninety-one dollars. 

The reservations are the usual for roads, canals, bridges, towing paths or other works of public utility or 
convenience, not exceeding one twentieth of the whole, and there is a reservation protecting lands on 
which buildings are erected, or gardens, or “other for the more convenient occupation of any such 
buildings.” The right to mine gold and silver ore is reserved. 

The grant includes a small island right in the centre of the southern boundary, separate from the mainland 
by a narrow strip of water. 

Magee’s preemption plan in original copy only. 

MEMORANDUM OF CONVERSATION WITH EX-REEVE W.H. LAMBKE OF POINT GREY, 30 
OCTOBER 1934. 
EARLY KERRISDALE. 
“Kerrisdale was named after McKinnon’s house, now occupied by Dr. Pearson, who has an office on 
Granville Street; the house bore the name ‘Kerrisdale.’” (See photo No. ?) 

“I went to live at Kerrisdale, or rather Wilson Road, now West 41st Avenue, in 1911. 

“The first resident at Kerrisdale must have been a Mr. Bell. He had about half an acre of land there. He 
was the first to establish at the point where the business section, at the corner of West 41st Avenue and 
West Boulevard, now is. At the time he went there the forest grew on all sides. The Canadian Pacific 
Railway had, in 1904, completed the steam railway line to Steveston via Eburne, now Marpole, and were 
running a daily train on a single track through a slit in the forest. The Wilson Road was opened up, just a 
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