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Colonel Hulme afterwards commanded the 62nd Overseas Battalion, the third battalion to leave 
Vancouver. 

“ARCHIVISTS WORTH THEIR WEIGHT IN GOLD.” SIR ARTHUR CURRIE. 
About April 1932, Gen. Sir Arthur Currie passed through Vancouver on his way from the Orient to eastern 
Canada, and was, one afternoon about four, informally entertained by a large assemblage of ex-overseas 
officers who had gathered together to shake hands, chat, and drink a cocktail in the “Oval Room” of the 
Hotel Vancouver. 

Prior to 1899, a large wooden shed served as the first drill hall in Vancouver, and General Currie, as 
former Corporal Currie of the 1st Battalion, 5th Regiment, Canadian Garrison Artillery, Victoria, had once 
entered it on a holiday event when the Victoria battalion had paid a visit to the 2nd Battalion in Vancouver. 
In 1931, the many regiments of Vancouver subscribed together to erect a memorial to mark the site of the 
old drill shed, and General Currie was invited to unveil the bronze tablet, but being indisposed in health, 
he declined, so the memorial was taken to the Oval Room for him to see. The shining new bronze tablet, 
bearing in part the words, “HERE STOOD THE DRILL SHED,” was suitable placed upon an easel, and, 
conducted by a group of senior officers, General Currie was escorted across the spacious room to view it; 
Major Matthews, City Archivist, Vancouver, long known to General Currie as a collector of military relics 
and records of British Columbia, as well as an old friend of many years, was among them, and had been 
responsible for the proposal, creation and design of the tablet.  

The general stood in front of the tablet for a moment or so, gazing and reading, and then, placing his 
hand on Major Matthews’ shoulder, said with much feeling, “Gentlemen. Men like Matthews here are 
worth their weight in gold.” 

He then continued with some reminiscences, etc. 

“Men like” an archivist must naturally include all archivists. 

Just why Gen. Currie expressed himself thus must forever remain unknown, but it might have had 
something to do with his then recent unfortunate experience when he had to defend himself in the courts 
against unjust and libellous statements that “he sacrificed his men,” and that the records fortunately 
kept—as all military units have to keep—served in some especially useful way to vindicate his actions in 
the Great War. 
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City Archives, 
Room 1016 
Temporary City Hall 
16 Hastings Street East 
Vancouver, B.C. 
29th August 1935. 

Dear Miss White: 

May I have the pleasure of expressing to you the tardy but most hearty thanks for the splendid 
manner in which you indexed the third volume of “EARLY VANCOUVER.”  

Those who do not understand the patience and persistence necessary to make an extensive 
index to a book of 450 pages replete with detail, might not appreciate the inordinate amount of 
labour which it involves as fully as I do consequent upon personal experience. 

The endeavour you made has resulted in an index which does not annoy whenever referred to, 
owing to its lack of “never showing what is wanted”—as some indices do—but appears to have 
taken in everything. 

It is an exquisite piece of work, and I hope you will accept my compliments, my gratitude, and my 
thanks. 

I have the honour to be, dear Miss White, 

Your obedient servant,  

J.S. Matthews 
CITY ARCHIVIST. 

Miss Elsie White. 


