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VANCOUVER WATER WORKS. 
“McGillvary pulled the first line of pipe over, my husband pulled the second; they were taken up again, I 
believe, about a month ago; no longer of use now that the tunnel is completed.” 

S.S. ABYSSINIA BREAKS WATER MAIN. 
“The water pressure gauge was in our house, and I used to watch the gauge; a gauge like a steam 
gauge; if the pressure went down, the indicator needle went back. I saw the pressure had gone, and 
telephoned the water works. 

“The people used to come to my house, too, for water. We had a big cistern made of wood and lined with 
lead or zinc; all my neighbours came to us for water.” 

LIKELY, B.C. 
“They nicknamed my husband ‘The Beaver’—i.e., because he built the dam.” 

EARLY STREET CARS – ROBSON STREET. 
“Yes, the end of the street car line was about Nicola Street. Oben was clearing the forest at the time.” 
(See Oben.) “The street cars went right up to the forest on Robson Street.” (Note: the first street cars in 
Vancouver operated 26 June 1890.) 

BELL OF THE HUDSON’S BAY COMPANY BEAVER. 
“I used it for a call to meals at one time; used to strike it.” 

CLEARING OF SHAUGHNESSY. 
“He was the first one to start the clearing of Shaughnessy Heights and started the first fires of the huge 
pyramids of stumps piled up for burning.” 

GRANVILLE STREET SIDEWALK. 
“I don’t know who the boys who had the play house Captain Nye speaks of” (Vol. 2) “underneath the 
Granville Street sidewalk” (west side) “unless it was my boys or the Dunn boys; there weren’t many boys 
around in those days. I used to walk over that way, through the swampy land, and bushes; it might have 
been myself whom Captain Nye heard calling across to him.” (See Early Vancouver, Vol. 2.) 

MEMORANDUM OF CONVERSATION WITH T.R. NICKSON, 13 SEPTEMBER 1934. 
GRANVILLE STREET. 
(See Captain Nye in Early Vancouver, Vol. 2, re boys having a play house lined with newspapers under 
the Granville Street sidewalk, west side, between Dunsmuir and Georgia streets.) 

“That was our little playhouse; just a little place under the sidewalk, lined with newspapers, a bit of a table 
the boys had made, and a few boxes for seats and heater, just a little heater. I don’t recall just who all the 
boys were which used it, there was not such a heck of a lot of boys around, but there were Norman and 
Andy Forbes” (Forbes Realty Co.) “and Ralph Berteau, and the Dunn boys” (Thomas Dunn’s sons.) “It 
was only about six feet square. We used to be pretending to sell newspapers, and when we saw anyone 
coming who knew us, we ducked into there out of sight. The C.P.R. had their park there at the time.” 

MOODYVILLE. 
“The Spit, Moodyville! Oh, the sawdust pile. I remember winning a race there, a running race. We ran 
around and around and around. I won. Old Captain Mellon was a judge, and was to give me a prize, but I 
never got it.” 
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