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HASTINGS INSTITUTE AND MOODYVILLE MECHANICS INSTITUTE. 
Excerpt, letter, 21 July 1937, Miss Muriel Crakanthorp, Vancouver, to City Archivist, City Hall. 

My uncle and [my] mother both remember an Institute in Moodyville perfectly distinctly named 
“The Mechanics Institute.” The sign read “THE MECHANICS INSTITUTE” For Members only. It 
was in the reading room on the sawdust spit at Moodyville; that was a good many years ago, 
because my uncle says he would read it when he was a very small boy, and wonder what a 
“mechanic” was. He is sixty one now, and I suppose it was there long before he could read. 
Mother remembers it too, and says quite definitely that there was no “Hastings Institute” at 
Moodyville. There may have been one here [Hastings Sawmill]; the reading rooms were often 
referred to as Institutes. 

Mrs. Crakanthorp (mother of the writer, Miss Muriel) is, at present, an invalid unable to write on account of 
recent injuries to her arm. She was born at Stamp’s Mill, Alberni Canal, 26 February 1864, and reached 
Hastings Sawmill, April 1873, when she was nine, and is now one of the two survivors of the first class of 
pupils at the first school at Hastings Sawmill, 1873. In 1874 she moved to Moodyville, and remained there 
until 1892. She is the daughter of the celebrated pioneer nurse, Mrs. Patterson. She is especially well 
informed on Burrard Inlet family life from 1873 to say 1895, and pages of long conversations with her 
have been recorded. 

[LETTER FROM F.W. ALEXANDER.] 
PACIFIC LUMBER INSPECTION BUREAU 

725 Henry Building 
Seattle, Washington. 

June 11, 1936. 

Major J.S. Matthews, 
City Hall,  
16 Hastings St., East,  
Vancouver, British Columbia. 

Dear Major Matthews: 

Please pardon my seeming negligence in not replying to your letters of May 6th and 23rd 
before. I have been fighting demands of labor unions and when that contingency arises all other 
work suffers, especially one’s personal correspondence. 

Replying to yours of May 23rd with reference to Miss Sweeney. I was so young when she 
taught school I have only a faint recollection of her. She was the daughter of the master mechanic 
of the Hastings Sawmill, and lived next door to our family. She probably was not as “chic” as our 
present day teachers, but I question the idea that she was a tough teacher. I do not think she was 
a full-fledged teacher, that is, holding papers, but she was, if I remember correctly, the first white 
girl on the south side of the Inlet, and the Sweeney family owned the first cow, the Alexander 
family being brought up on goat’s milk, The young swains at the Hastings Mill vied with each 
other as to who would milk the cow for Miss Sweeney in the evening, that being one of her duties.  

I cannot recall when I first went to school. It was probably when Mrs. Richards, 
afterwards Mrs. Springer, taught. The first teacher I can fully recall was Mrs. Peter Cordiner, wife 
of the blacksmith at the mill. I would be pleased indeed to attend a reunion of the old pupils. 

Referring to yours of May 6th—I cannot recall the year when Sir William Van Horne first 
came to Vancouver, but I do remember he met, for the first time, Mr. Thos. Sorby, C.P.R. 
architect for the Pacific Division. Mr. Sorby was a great admirer of the Queen Anne style of 
architecture, think some of the buildings are still standing. When he was presented to Van Horne, 
that gentleman looked him over, gave a sniff, and remarked, ‘So you are the damned old fool who 
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