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 [photo annotation:] 

Sunnyside Hotel, Vancouver BC 188— 

The leading Hotel at one time. This may be May 23rd 1887. This is May 24 1887 Observe crown on 
balcony. Northwest corner Water and Carrall St. May 23 1887. 

Horse and wagon coming from City Wharf or Andy Linton’s Boathouse. 

 188



MEMO OF CONVERSATION WITH GEO. L. SCHETKY, ROYAL TRUST BUILDING, WHO HELPED TO 
FORM THE FIRST VOLUNTEER FIRE BRIGADE IN VANCOUVER, AND WAS LONG A MEMBER, BUT 
WHO DID NOT VOTE AT THE FIRST CIVIC ELECTION IN 1886 AS HE WAS TOO YOUNG. 
He was away from Vancouver for some ten years prior to 1905 or 1906. 

THE FIRST CIVIC ELECTION. “SCENE FROM THE BALCONY.” SUNNYSIDE HOTEL. MAYOR M.A. 
MACLEAN. R.H. ALEXANDER. 
Mr. Schetky said: “After the election, the candidates, with their supporters and friends, got up on the 
balcony of the old Sunnyside Hotel on Water Street—it was one of those old-fashioned balconies out from 
the second floor—and appeared before the crowd on the road below. It seems to me that there were 
some torches there” (see Early Vancouver, W.G. Gallagher and others); “there were no street lights, of 
course. Then they called on the two candidates, the defeated and the elected, for speeches. 

“MacLean spoke first and made some nice remarks, thanked them, and spoke the usual post-election 
pleasantries. He was well received, and stood back. 

“Then Alexander appeared, and said bluffly and bluntly, ‘Well, I am defeated; it was a case of might 
against right.’ Then you should have heard the boos.” 

“NORTH AMERICAN CHINAMEN.” 
“Another thing which he is reported to have said—I do not know whether he ever did or not, but they said 
he did—was that ‘As far as these Canadians were concerned, they were only North American Chinamen. 
Give them a bowl of blackstrap’” (molasses) “‘and a chunk of salt pork, and that’s all they need.’ Of 
course, if he did say it, he did not say that on the balcony, but before or during the election.” 

MEMO OF CONVERSATION WITH COLONEL JAMES SCLATER, D.S.O., ETC. OF “THE PORCH,” 
JOAN CRESCENT, VICTORIA, FORMERLY OF VANCOUVER, ETC., WHO CALLED AT THE CITY 
ARCHIVES TO GOSSIP, 11 OCTOBER 1939. 
FIRST C.P.R. STATION. SIR GEORGE MCL. BROWN. COL. JAMES SCLATER, D.S.O. 
Col. Sclater: (looking at photo of arrival of first C.P.R. train at foot of Howe Street, 23 May 1887, photo 
No. P. Can. 7, N. Can. 5) “See that shed over there; Sir George and I occupied part of that office; over the 
sea.” 

72ND SEAFORTH HIGHLANDERS. 
“The Seaforth Highlanders gave us a dinner the other night; Col. John Tait, Major Archie Rowan and 
myself; the last three survivors of those who formed the 72nd Seaforths. 

“You see, Duff Stuart was to be the” (first) “colonel; I was to be adjutant, and Archie Rowan was coming 
with us, but Ottawa said that Stuart was soon to take over the command of the Sixth, and further, they did 
not approve of transfers from one regiment to another in the same city. Leckie” (Col. Leckie, 1st O.C., 
72nd) “kept a company open for me for about a year, but I could not transfer; Ottawa would not allow it. 
The night of the first parade of the Seventy-Second, I stood on the sidewalk curb, and could almost have 
wept.” 

MAJOR-GENERAL J.W. STEWART, C.B. 
“There” (looking at Gen. Stewart’s photo) “was a splendid character if ever there was one. When he died, 
I came over from Victoria especially for the funeral, but I was not a pall bearer, and when they saw me, 
they came over to me and said, in surprise, ‘We didn’t know you were coming over; never thought of it, or 
you would have been one of the pall bearers.’ I replied that it didn’t matter; I felt it made no difference; I 
would have come anyway; that ‘I was quite content as I was.’ So afterwards we went down to Gen. 
Clark’s office, and he was all apologies, but I said it was quite all right; I really did not mind; but Gen. 
Stewart was a fine character.” 
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