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MEMO OF CONVERSATION WITH HAROLD E. RIDLEY, 1833 WEST 4TH AVENUE, VANCOUVER, 
CHRISTMAS EVE, 1936. 
DEADMAN’S ISLAND. EARLY CEMETERIES. 
Mr. Ridley said: “The little collection of graves on Deadman’s Island wasn’t a cemetery; just graves in the 
trees.” 

City Archivist: Do you recall where they were. Which way did you turn after you crossed the little 
footbridge from Stanley Park? My recollection is that we turned to the left a few steps; that is, towards the 
east. 

Mr. Ridley: “No; it was to the west a step or two; into the trees. McCartney’s little son was buried apart 
from the rest; little fence around it.” 

City Archivist: Well, I remember them as little bits of enclosures, not much bigger than a large table, 
fenced in with sharp pointed pickets, split cedar or sawn, I forget, and more grass inside the fence than 
outside, and the seed heads of the grass sticking up above the pickets. 

Mrs. Ridley: (smilingly) “That’s it.” 

BROCKTON POINT. EARLY CEMETERIES. 
Mr. Ridley: “The graveyard by the nine o’clock gun was just about one hundred feet further on towards 
Brockton Point; just who was buried there, I cannot think at this moment.” 

MEMO OF CONVERSATION WITH DR. A.M. ROBERTSON, FIRST CITY HEALTH OFFICER, AT HIS 
OFFICE, 525 SEYMOUR STREET, VANCOUVER. 
Dr. Robertson looks fairly vigorous, luxuriant white hair, and attends his office each day despite the fact 
that this is his fiftieth year as a medical practitioner, in Vancouver.  

I showed Dr. Robertson a photo of a gang of men laying street railway tracks on Powell Street, 1889 
(opposite 637 Powell Street, between Heatley and Carl Avenue) and pointed out a building which I hoped 
he would say was the first hospital, the C.P.R. hospital in Vancouver, 1886. 

FIRST HOSPITAL IN VANCOUVER. C.P.R. HOSPITAL. 
Dr. Robertson: “I think that must be the first hospital, the one the C.P.R. had; it looks like it; the two 
windows on the side are in the same position, but the building looks almost too new; I am not sure; it is in 
the position the hospital was, about opposite the old Barnard Castle Hotel, and I don’t know what other 
building it could be. This photo was taken some three years after I was first there, and after the city got 
their own hospital, perhaps the C.P.R. sold or rented the old building for a store or something; this long 
white looking building, and this smaller” (darker) “one to the north of it” (with the forest behind.) 

DR. J.M. LEFEVRE. 
“You see, Dr. Lefevre was the C.P.R. medical superintendent, and I was his assistant; I came here as his 
assistant. Each week I walked down the right of way from Port Moody while the C.P.R. construction was 
going on, and visited the camps on the way. Then I went back to Port Moody on the Princess Louise. Dr. 
Lefevre started the hospital.” 

C.P.R. CONSTRUCTION. PORT MOODY. 
“Dr. Lefevre got sick of walking down to the hospital on Powell Street from his office uptown” (on Hastings 
Street near Granville Street), “got sick of walking back and forth—it was quite a long hard walk in the mud 
and roots in those days—and he left it to me to do, and” (significantly) “the walk back from Port Moody, 
too.” 

STREET CAR RAILS (CURVES). MAYOR GARDEN (HERMON, BURWELL AND GARDEN). 
“Look at these curves” (passing siding) “in these car tracks.” (See photo C.V.P. Trans. 11. N. Trans 7.) 
“Those were all curved by hand. I remember once someone saying to Jimmy Garden that the street car 
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