Early Vancouver
Volume Five
By: Major J.S. Matthews, V.D.
2011 Edition (Originally Published 1945)
Narrative of Pioneers of Vancouver, BC Collected During 1936-1945.
Supplemental to volumes one, two, three and four collected in 1931, 1932 and 1934.
About the 2011 Edition
The 2011 edition is a transcription of the original work collected and published by Major Matthews.
Handwritten marginalia and corrections Matthews made to his text over the years have been incorporated
and some typographical errors have been corrected, but no other editorial work has been undertaken.
The edition and its online presentation was produced by the City of Vancouver Archives to celebrate the
125th anniversary of the City's founding. The project was made possible by funding from the Vancouver
Historical Society.
Copyright Statement
© 2011 City of Vancouver. Any or all of Early Vancouver may be used without restriction as to the nature
or purpose of the use, even if that use is for commercial purposes. You may copy, distribute, adapt and
transmit the work. It is required that a link or attribution be made to the City of Vancouver.
Reproductions
High resolution versions of any graphic items in Early Vancouver are available. A fee may apply.
Citing Information
When referencing the 2011 edition of Early Vancouver, please cite the page number that appears at the
bottom of the page in the PDF version only, not the page number indicated by your PDF reader. Here are
samples of how to cite this source:
Footnote or Endnote Reference:
Major James Skitt Matthews, Early Vancouver, Vol. 5 (Vancouver: City of Vancouver, 2011), 33.
Bibliographic Entry:
Matthews, Major James Skitt. Early Vancouver, Vol. 5. Vancouver: City of Vancouver, 2011.
Contact Information
City of Vancouver Archives
1150 Chestnut Street, Vancouver, B.C. V6J 3J9
604.736.8561
archives@vancouver.ca
vancouver.ca/archives

MEMO OF CONVERSATION, OVER THE PHONE, WITH MRS. J. DODD ALLAN, “BAINSMORE
APARTMENTS,” CORNER ELEVENTH AVENUE AND HEMLOCK STREET, VANCOUVER, 31 MAY
1940.
WILLIAM HAILSTONE. FRANK MARRION.

Mrs. Allan phoned respecting an item in the Vancouver Daily Sun, of today, 31 May 1940, under the
caption of “Romance of Vancouver,” reading in part as follows:
In 1881 the first “old timer” returns to the [Burrard] Inlet. Sam Brighouse leases his farms on the
Fraser, and come back to the future “West End.” Shortly before he arrives, Hailstone’s third is
reported sold, and William vanishes from our sphere of interest forever, with “a mere pittance” for
his property.
ALWAYS “NEAR” SUCCESS.
Poor Hailstone—he seems to have been the type of likeable but unimpressive fellow who is
forever “just missing” success. The return of Brighouse is significant. [Etc., etc., etc.]
Mrs. Allan said: (obviously annoyed) “That is not true; William Hailstone died rich; there was the property
he sold, and his relatives in England are still in possession of his competency, and living on it. I have
returned from there recently.”
Major Matthews: There was a similar reference in the Sun of Saturday, May 25th which read:
Hailstone on the other hand seems to have lost his opportunity shortly after this time, for we hear
little more of him than that in later years he is living retired in England in moderate circumstances,
and under the impression that he was “swindled out” of his potentially valuable stake in the so far
unmaterialized city of Vancouver.
I can assure you, Mrs. Allan, that I strongly disapprove of what has been published, and in more than one
instance, remonstrated with the author.
Mrs. Allan: “Mrs. Frank Marrion” (Frank Marrion, formerly of City Hall staff) “and I are nieces of William
Hailstone; William Hailstone married my mother’s sister; it was my mother’s money which started William
Hailstone on his trip, the first to British Columbia.”
Approved by Mrs. Allan after reading, 4 June 1940. J.S.M.

MEMO OF CONVERSATION WITH MRS. J. DODD ALLAN, “BAINSMORE APARTMENTS,”
ELEVENTH AVENUE AND HEMLOCK STREET, VANCOUVER (NIECE OF WILLIAM HAILSTONE, OF
THE “WEST END”) WHO, TOGETHER WITH HER OLD FRIEND, MRS. WALTER M. GOW, NÉE
COUGHTERY, BOTH PIONEER DAUGHTERS OF VANCOUVER, CALLED AT THE CITY ARCHIVES, 4
JUNE 1940.
WILLIAM HAILSTONE. GENEALOGY. FRANK MARRION.

Mrs. Allan said: “My uncle, William Hailstone, was brother-in-law to Mrs. Christopher Arkle; that is, Mrs.
Arkle and Mrs. Hailstone were sisters; both had been the Misses Wilburn” (sic.) “Mr. Hailstone married
Miss Wilburn, and her sister married Mr. Arkle. I was Miss Arkle, and married Mr. J. Dodd Allan; my sister
married Mr. Frank Marrion, formerly of the City Hall staff.
“We came out here in 1888 as a result of Mr. Hailstone’s representations; that is, my father, Christopher
Arkle, and mother, Esther Dorothy Arkle, and with Father and Mother came four children” (in order of
birth):
1.
2.
3.
4.

Ettie, now Mrs. Frank Marrion.
Lucy Kate, who married a Mr. William Middler. She died in Vancouver about 1905.
Christopher Arkle, who died in Vancouver just before the first Great War.
Florence, that is, myself, Mrs. J. Dodd Allan.
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