
Early Vancouver 
 

Volume Five 
 

By: Major J.S. Matthews, V.D. 
 

2011 Edition (Originally Published 1945) 
 

Narrative of Pioneers of Vancouver, BC Collected During 1936-1945. 
 

Supplemental to volumes one, two, three and four collected in 1931, 1932 and 1934. 
 

About the 2011 Edition 
The 2011 edition is a transcription of the original work collected and published by Major Matthews. 
Handwritten marginalia and corrections Matthews made to his text over the years have been incorporated 
and some typographical errors have been corrected, but no other editorial work has been undertaken. 
The edition and its online presentation was produced by the City of Vancouver Archives to celebrate the 
125th anniversary of the City's founding. The project was made possible by funding from the Vancouver 
Historical Society. 

Copyright Statement 

© 2011 City of Vancouver. Any or all of Early Vancouver may be used without restriction as to the nature 
or purpose of the use, even if that use is for commercial purposes. You may copy, distribute, adapt and 
transmit the work. It is required that a link or attribution be made to the City of Vancouver.  
 

Reproductions 
 
High resolution versions of any graphic items in Early Vancouver are available. A fee may apply. 
 

Citing Information 
 

When referencing the 2011 edition of Early Vancouver, please cite the page number that appears at the 
bottom of the page in the PDF version only, not the page number indicated by your PDF reader. Here are 
samples of how to cite this source: 
 
Footnote or Endnote Reference:  
Major James Skitt Matthews, Early Vancouver, Vol. 5 (Vancouver: City of Vancouver, 2011), 33. 
 
Bibliographic Entry: 
Matthews, Major James Skitt. Early Vancouver, Vol. 5. Vancouver: City of Vancouver, 2011. 

 
Contact Information 

City of Vancouver Archives 
1150 Chestnut Street, Vancouver, B.C. V6J 3J9 
604.736.8561 
archives@vancouver.ca 
vancouver.ca/archives 
 
 



coming along in a canoe from our home; the old coal shack down at the foot of what is now Abbott Street; 
the old deserted cabin of those who had drilled for coal and which we occupied.” 

HASTINGS MILL STORE WHARF. 
“Before they had the Hastings Sawmill wharf, all they had was the beach. When a boat came in, it had to 
push its way up as best it could on the beach and land things as best they could, but after they built the 
wharf they could land things properly, at any stage of the tide; they had a sloping place” (gangway) 
“where the boats could land their cargo at any time.” 

THE OLD, OLD HASTINGS MILL STORE. 
Major Matthews: Did you say you saw this building built? 

Mr. Scales: “Certainly. Before they built this store they had the earlier one. It was a building where they 
kept everything wanted for the mill and loggers. When a logger wanted anything, he went to that old store 
and got it; all they wanted for the mill, too. There were not so many people here that they wanted a 
regular store. All they wanted was a building to keep all sorts of stuff in, from tools to groceries; 
everything. Oh yes, I saw them build this building.” 

Note: in an old advertisement published in the News-Advertiser, 2 October 1891, there appears: 

HASTINGS MILL STORE 
1868—Established—1868 

If this is correct, then Mr. John Scales, R.E., and his wife and children, including John Henry Scales, must 
have come here in 1868 or earlier. 

Subsequently, Mr. Hunter took Mr. and Mrs. Scales back to their home, but before doing so, took them for 
a drive around those more splendid parts of the city which Mr. Scales had never seen. 

MEMO OF CONVERSATION WITH MRS. ROBERT MACKIE, 2510 SOUTHWEST MARINE DRIVE, 
FORMERLY MISS MARGARET ELIZABETH MCCLEERY, YOUNGEST DAUGHTER OF THE (ONE OF) 
FIRST SETTLERS ON THE SITE OF VANCOUVER, I.E., FITZGERALD MCCLEERY, OF D.L. 315, 3 
JULY 1945. 
Mrs. Mackie came carrying an old wash board, and two ox bows, which go around the neck to oxen, fit 
into the yoke. 

OXEN. OX BOWS. OX YOKES. 
Mrs. Mackie said: “Here are the two bows you asked for; got them out of the barn. They were used on our 
farm by my father for plowing; they used to go around the necks of our two oxen we plowed D.L. 315 with; 
one was called ‘Bright’ and the other ‘Jerry’; They were both pure white oxen. 

“Father says in his diary that the flies were bad, and bothering ‘Bright’ and ‘Jerry’; that was when my 
sister” (Mrs. Logan) “was born; it’s in his diary.” 

Note: Mrs. Logan was born 1878. 

Note: I have tired to fit the bows to the yoke given us by the Mitchell Estate, which was without bows, but 
the McCleery bows are a little too large for the holes in the yoke—too wide apart. If I steam the bows I 
think I can bend them in closer so that they will fit.  

JSM. 
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