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MEMORANDUM OF CONVERSATION WITH OTWAY WILKIE, 629 EIGHTH STREET, NEW
WESTMINSTER, IN CITY ARCHIVES, 28 NOVEMBER 1935.

Mr. Wilkie was one of the survey party, C.P.R. line, Port Moody to Granville, finished in a snowstorm—
they had worked all day in the snow—Christmas Day at dusk, 1884, after which they repaired to George
Black’s at Hastings for Christmas dinner with Major Rogers of Rogers Pass, etc.

INDIAN HEROISM.

Mr. Wilkie, formerly provincial constable: “I remember once an Indian woman swimming ashore from a
capsized canoe with one of her children under each arm, and the third in her mouth; she was awarded
the Royal Human Society medal I think; she saved the two under her arms, but the baby in her mouth
was drowned.”
August Jack Haatsalano: “Yes, that’s right; up the North Arm, Burrard Inlet.”
City Archivist: How did it happen?
August Jack: “She was the wife of Aneas” (sic.) “I forget her name, but I think it was Molly. She was
coming down from up Indian River way with her two children and her baby, three of them, in her canoe; it
capsized, she was south of Raccoon Island, and she took one child under each arm, and the other, the
baby, in her teeth, and swam a mile and a half to a logging camp in that deep bay just east of Raccoon
Island; it was about 36 years ago” (about 1898.) “Yes, she ‘got the medal.’ She saved two, but the baby
was dead when she reached shore.”
Otway Wilkie: “I know she was recommended for it, but I never heard before if she got it.”

THE LAST FLAT FOREHEAD INDIAN, BURRARD INLET. TIM MOODIE, OF NORTH VANCOUVER INDIAN
RESERVE.
City Archivist: Has Tim Moodie got any children?

August Jack: “Tim Moodie, that’s Yahmas, has a son, Napoleon Moodie; his son, Yahmas’s grandson, is
Tim Moodie, he’s secretary of the Squamish Indian Council.”
Yahmas (see Early Vancouver, Vol. 2) is the last surviving Indian with a flat forehead; made flat by the old
Indian custom of flattening the forehead in childhood; a model of him was made by the well-known
Vancouver sculptor, Chas. Marega. He died about 22 December 1936.

JOE’S STORY OF SIMON FRASER’S ARRIVAL.

“He told me that when he was a boy, the Langley Indians at that time lived where the B.C. Penitentiary in
New Westminster now is located. In fishing time, that is, in idle summer, the Indians all moved across to
what is now Liverpool, or Brownsville, to fish. When there, it must have been 1806—two years before
Fraser is said to have officially come down the river—but the Indians said two snows before that, the
Indians looked up the river and saw a fleet of canoes coming down the river. When the canoes got
opposite to where the Langley Indians were camped, much to the surprise of the Indians, a musical
instrument sound—they think from tradition that it was a bugle—and all the canoes stopped and remained
where they were. You see, the Indians could not understand this, why the canoes remained stationary.
You see, it was high water, and the river running strong, and the canoes remained stationary. The Indians
at that time did not know anything about anchors; they had never used anchors in their canoes. They said
everything was done to the sound of the music.
“One of the Indians—this is common knowledge when I came here in 1878—prior to this had declared
that he had dreamed of a man in a” (boat or) “canoe with a hairy face; a white face with fire coming out of
his mouth. The dream immediately came to the minds of the Indians who had been told of this hairy-faced
man, and when they saw these men coming down the river they thought they were gods who had come
down from heaven.
“The men in the canoes sat in the canoes smoking. This confirmed the dream; they saw the smoke
coming out of their mouths. Up to that time the Indians did not smoke; neither did they use sail or anchor
with their canoes.
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