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“Mr. Burwell was a great fisherman; he has some of his writings in Rod and Gun. He was a modest man; 
did not push himself; he was consulting engineer to the City of Vancouver for some years, but he could 
not get on with some of the aldermen, and gave it up.” (The old story, meddling aldermen.) 

“ROMANCE OF VANCOUVER.” 
“Morley, that man who is writing about the ‘Romance of Vancouver’ in the Sun newspaper; oh, pooh, it 
didn’t happen” (as he writes of it) “that way at all.” 

Note: I did not ask Mrs. Burwell what she was referring to; there has been so much criticism of Morley’s 
“romance” that the question was not necessary. 

MEMO OF CONVERSATION WITH MR. THOMAS A. HOLLAND, 2618 COLUMBIA STREET, 
VANCOUVER, B.C., A REPRESENTATIVE OF THE INTERNATIONAL TYPOGRAPHICAL UNION, AND 
AT PRESENT ON THE STAFF OF THE VANCOUVER DAILY PROVINCE, WHO VERY KINDLY 
TELEPHONED THAT HE WAS BRINGING UP TO ME A RELIC OF SILVER CREEK, HOPE, B.C., 26 
JULY 1940. 
DEWDNEY TRAIL. HOPE-PRINCETON TRAIL. SILVER CREEK. DAN MCGILLIVRAY. 
Mr. Holland (on arrival) said: “This piece of wood” (a piece of cedar, about eighteen inches long by six 
inches wide by one inch thick, partly decayed), “you can have; I give it to the citizens of Vancouver; you 
see, the carving on it is ‘D. McGillivray July 6 1881.’ This is the story. 

“My wife, Mary A. Holland, daughter of Mr. M.G. Duquette, who lives with us, went on a vacation in the 
summer of 1938 to Silver Creek, three miles west of Hope, and our camp was, approximately, one quarter 
of a mile up Silver Creek, from the main Cariboo Highway; the largest tree thereabouts is an old cedar, 
and is situated in line with the ore chute of the present working mine, and directly in front of the present 
barn. I am not sure whether my father-in-law or my wife found the carving, but anyway, Dad” (Mr. 
Duquette) “cut it out of the cedar tree, out of the big cedar. 

“I don’t know what it means; perhaps you do. I presume as an old railway construction man myself, I know 
that in leisure hours folks so employed have a desire to always come back and see the results of their 
handiwork, and so they like to leave marks, and I suppose that Mr. McGillivray was motivated by exactly 
the same impulse. That’s all I know about it.” 

MEMO OF CONVERSATION OVER THE ‘PHONE WITH MR. W.C. DITMARS, FORMERLY OF 
ARMSTRONG AND MORRISON, NOW (HIS OFFICE) 744 WEST HASTINGS STREET, VANCOUVER, 
2 AUGUST 1940. 
DAN MCGILLIVRAY. 
Major Matthews (City Archivist): Mr. Ditmars, a Mr. T.A. Holland of 2618 Columbia Street called me on the 
‘phone the other day, and told me he had a piece of cedar wood which had been cut out of a cedar tree in 
1938 by his father-in-law, Mr. M.C. Duquette, also of 2618 Columbia Street, and asked me if I wanted it. 

I said “Yes,” and he brought it up. It has letters carved on it with a penknife, “D. McGillivray, July 6th, 
1881”; it was cut out of a huge cedar tree at Silver Creek, near Hope; I think that is on the Dewdney Trail. 
Do you know if Mr. McGillivray left any relatives; our files are very “weak” on that point? 

Mr. Ditmars: “Oh, yes, why, Mrs. General J.A. Clark, and Mrs. Hobbs Fernie of the Jericho Country Club, 
and Mrs. Colonel R.M. Blair, and I think he had a son; he must have carved his name on that tree during 
C.P.R. construction.” 

NEW WESTMINSTER WATER WORKS. FIRST PNEUMATIC HAMMERS. FIRST HYDRAULIC RIVETING 
MACHINE. “KING OF CONTRACTORS.” 
“When I first came to Vancouver, J.C. McLagan, editor and owner of the old World newspaper, used to 
call Dan McGillivray the ‘King of Contractors.’ He built the Mission Bridge, C.P.R., the one over the Fraser 
at Mission.” 
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