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FROM SQUAMISH INDIAN NAMES, MATTHEWS, 1931-1940, A COLLECTION OF NAMES, 
SQUAMISH INDIAN VILLAGES, LANDMARKS AND PERSONS, BURRARD INLET AND HOWE 
SOUND. 

PAGE 65: 
STAH-PUS 

According to the reliable authority, August Jack Khahtsahlano, (Kitsilano). 

A cave, or overhanging rock above a ledge, which, together, form an open mouth cave on the 
west coast of Gambier Island. It is on a point a short distance south of mountain marked on maps 
“3176 feet.” There is—or was—a log shoot about a quarter of a mile south of Stah-pus. The 
Squamish Indian legend is that the skunks held a potlatch in the cave; the skunks gathered the 
fish, and put them in the cave so that they could have a big feast. The cave—not a real cave, but 
an overhanging rock roof with ledge below—is about eighty feet long, and fifteen feet above high 
water. 

Another legend is that a whale was jambed lengthwise along the mouth of the cave, and thus 
jambed all the little fish in between the whale’s body and the walls of the cave; the little fish could 
not get out, and the skunks gobbled them all up. 

Meaning: pus, a beach, i.e., an overhanging beach. 

See narrative, according to Captain Charles Warren Cates, above. 

See also Conversations with Khahtsahlano, 1955, Matthews. 
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