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 [photo annotation:] 

“THE BUILDERS” 

The Inauguration of Civic Government, Vancouver, Canada, 1886 

His Worship Malcolm Alexander MacLean, first Mayor of Vancouver, delivering his inaugural address at 
the first meeting of the first City Council, assembled, 10th May 1886, in the largest room of a small 
primitive building known as the “COURT HOUSE,” Granville, and used by the sole constable on Burrard 
Inlet as his family cottage. 

Standing: - left to right. Three unknown spectators, symbolic of pioneers. John Leask, later City Auditor. 
Joseph Mannion, pioneer, 1865, colloquially “The Mayor of Granville.” J.B. Henderson, one of the first 
three school trustees. John H. Carlisle, chief, volunteer fire brigade. John Boultbee, first magistrate. HIS 
WORSHIP THE FIRST MAYOR, M.A. MacLean, Esq., W.H. Gallagher, electoral campaign manager, later 
Alderman, and last survivor. Dr. W.J. McGuigan, coroner, and Mayor, 1904. C. Gardner Johnson, poll 
clerk, later Major and Commodore. John W. Stewart, the “Night-watchman of Granville,” first Chief 
Constable. Constable Jonathan Miller, pioneer 1862, Returning Officer, later Postmaster. Dr. Duncan 
Bell-Irving, M.D., spectator. Seated behind City Clerk: - J.J. Blake, who draughted City charter; first City 
Solicitor. 

Seated: - left to right. Aldermen J.R. Northcott, Joseph Griffith, Joseph Humphries, Thomas Dunn, 
Lauchlan A. Hamilton, Geo. F. Baldwin, first City Treasurer. Thos F. McGuigan, first City Clerk. Aldermen 
E.P. Hamilton, Chas. A. Coldwell, Harry Hemlow, Robert Balfour, Peter Cordiner.  

By John Innes, celebrated Canadian historical artist, for Major J.S. Matthews, later City Archivist, who 
directed detail and chose title. Cost $1,000. Commenced 1932, completed 1936. Copyright owned by 
Estate, late John Innes; painting owned by Major J.S. Matthews and eight associates. Placed in Council 
Chamber, City Hall, January 1943. Custodians: - Trustees, City Archives. 

Major J.S. Matthews beside his painting, Council Chamber, City Hall, February 1943. 
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[photo annotation:] 

Ridley’s photo of Gastown, date unknown. “My parents told me it was thus when I was born,” i.e., 1875. 
H.E. Ridley, 1933. 
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J.S. Matthews, 1933 

C.V. Dist. N. 14. P. 11. A photo commonly known as “Ridley’s Gastown” 
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[LETTER FROM J.S. MATTHEWS TO F.A. HARDY.] 
1158 Arbutus St., 
Kitsilano Beach, 
Vancouver, B.C. 
29th March, 1948. 

“INCORPORATION OF VANCOUVER” 

1886 

 Dear Mr. Hardy: 

It was a dark wintry night. One side of the ‘street’—the only one—was the beach. A coal 
oil lamp on a post at the end of the log float where the mail boat tied up—(a boat rowed by ‘Hans’ 
with one arm, the other was a hook)—was the only harbour light on Burrard Inlet (Vancouver 
Harbor). A gun shot away was the tall dark line, serrated against the gloom of the sky, of the 
forest. Men with lanterns bobbing were disappearing into an alley beside the saloon, a dark 
unlighted passage at the end of which, through an open door, men were gathering in a smoke-
stained room, unadorned, carpetless, with a great big stove and a pile of cordwood, waiting for 
the meeting to begin. Alexander, the mill manager, took the chair. It was decided to appoint a 
committee to see about creating the village of Granville into the ‘City of Vancouver.’ 

Students of history can find out all about the legal process in the various chronicles; the 
proceedings of the Legislature of British Columbia; the files of the daily newspapers; the various 
books in the Provincial Libraries; Dominion Libraries and Public Archives. 

But, when they ask who were the men who carried those bobbing lanterns, who warmed 
themselves about that wood stove with its black stove-pipe through the roof, there is naught to 
enlighten. One hundred and twenty-five men signed the petition circulated ‘on the beach.’ Today 
one alone survives, Henry Blair, out-patient at the General Hospital, and almost helpless. 

I will not elaborate more. It’s a long story, intricate, mysterious, wonderful. All I did—while 
there was yet time some years ago—was try, as best I could fifty years after the event, to 
preserve something of the shadows cast by the lanterns each carried; who disappeared down the 
alley to warm themselves by the stove before seating themselves on the rough benches facing 
the chairman. Mrs. Matthews joins in asking you to accept the only copy of ‘INCORPORATION 
OF VANCOUVER, 1886’ not in our home. 

With best wishes 

   Most sincerely, 

      J.S. Matthews. 

F.A. Hardy, Esq., 
Parliamentary Librarian, 
Ottawa. 
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