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TERRA NOVA.  
ORIGIN OF NAME. W.K. MELLIS. NEWFOUNDLAND FISHERMEN. 
Conversation with William Knight Mellis, 3228 Vanness Avenue, pioneer, August 1886, of “Mellis’ Stage” 
to Terra Nova, Lulu Island, who kindly called at the City Archives this morning, 17 October 1949. 

Mr. Mellis: “My dad named Terra Nova. He was James Alexander Mellis. It means Newfoundland, i.e., 
new land; Terra Nova. That was the last piece of ground the government owned on Lulu Island—all the 
rest had been preempted. They sold my father and Hugh Youdall, I think it was eighty acres, but, anyway, 
it was quite a bit; but it had to be divided into ten acre lots for Newfoundland fishermen. There were the 
men—Parsons, Gordon, Horne and Haugh—the latter pronounced ‘half.’ They fished salmon; millions of 
salmon those days. Three of them, Parson, Horne and Gordon died there; they ‘stuck,’ no descendants, 
none of them there now, all gone. The Mellises came from Newfoundland; so did Parsons and Youdall. 
They could not get enough Newfoundlanders to go there so they got anyone they could. Just three 
Newfoundland families.” 
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