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THE VANCOUVER PROVINCE, TUESDAY, 9 MARCH 1954. 
CITY ARCHIVIST BATTLES FOR ADEQUATE FACILITIES 

One of the most devastating broadsides in 20 years of battling for better city archives was 
fired Monday night by Major J.S. Matthews. 

The veteran city archivist scarcely had time to train his guns on City Council before the 
shooting started. 

“Why has the city archives—for the past 20 years—been given the poorest of 
accommodation, starved of staff and funds?” 

“Who is there to look after the histories of three municipalities and Vancouver—500,000 
people in all? Two people, one of them (Maj. Matthews) 76 years old.” 

“Why have we 500 policemen looking after the bad people and only two looking after the 
builders?” 

Fights Recalled 

“Why is half the budget of the provincial archives in Victoria provided by Greater 
Vancouver taxpayers who get nothing for their money?” 

“Why will no one raise funds for a proper archives when the Park Board has promised 
land?” 

Major Matthews, speaking before the Professional Photographers Association of B.C., 
recalled some of his past fights with council. 

“A year before the Golden Jubilee (1936) I sent 1000 photographs of Vancouver and 167 
stories to B.C.’s agent-general in London.” 

Well Preserved 

“These photographs and stories ran in 243 British journals and Vancouver received the 
greatest amount of publicity it has ever had in Britain.” 

“City Council turned down the bill for $250 involved in preparing the material and I paid it 
myself.” 

Major Matthews criticized others, too. 

“No city has had its history as well preserved as Vancouver,” he said. “We have 10,000 
negatives and each has its story. Five hundred of these pictures, with brief notes, would make the 
finest possible city history. That idea was turned down by the School Board.” 

Major Matthews pointed out one pamphlet produced by the archives is now used in 
schools in five Canadian provinces. 

In spite of the contributions of photographers—“the historians of our race”—he noted “no 
photographer has ever been knighted nor commemorated by statute.” 

For his work in collecting photographs of early days, Major Matthews was presented with 
an honorary life membership in the association and a framed aerial picture of the city. 

“I’ve tried to do my duty,” he said. “That’s all you can say about it.” 
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