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“That was how it was,” continued Colonel Worsnop. 

Colonel Worsnop had served in the North West Rebellion with the “Little Black Devils” (90th 

Regiment) of Winnipeg, a rifle regiment, which would explain in part his preference for the rifle 
uniform. One has but to refer to the history of the Rifle Brigade to gather why H.R.H. the Duke of 
Connaught was thought of as Honorary Colonel. 

J.S. Matthews 

18 OCTOBER 1931 – 7TH BATTALION, CANADIAN EXPEDITIONARY FORCE. LIEUTENANT 
COLONEL W. HART-MCHARG. 
“I can’t understand Hulme,” Major W. Hart-McHarg is reported to have said while in Vancouver, 
just before leaving for the front with the first contingent from Vancouver to the Great War. “I don’t 
know why he doesn’t jump at the opportunity. As for me, I have but a couple of years or so to live, 
and …” but he did not finish the sentence. 

The above incident was related to me by Captain W.H. Forrest, paymaster of the 6th Regiment 
D.C.O.R., in which Colonel Hulme was officer commanding, Major Hart-McHarg second in 
command, and myself a company commander. He told it to me after the War, shortly before he 
died about 1920. Captain Forrest and Major McHarg were close friends; both were renowned rifle 
shots, and said that the conversation took place just after Colonel Hulme had declined or waived 
the command, to which as senior officer of his regiment he was entitled, of the first troops to leave 
Vancouver for the Great War. 

But what Colonel Hart-McHarg did not take into consideration was that Colonel Hulme was a man 
of much judgment, a splendid soldier, and a man who throughout his life would rather serve 
others than serve himself. He, himself, had no war experience, while right at his hand was an 
experienced officer, one who had served as a sergeant in South Africa, a man of influence, 
dignity, ability, and held in the highest respect by all ranks of soldiers and civilians. It was a great 
sacrifice for Colonel Hulme, a sacrifice for which he has never had credit, in fact, a sacrifice for 
which he has been blamed by men of lesser reasoning, who asserted that he sidestepped a 
responsibility. Then again, Colonel Hulme was a barrister with responsibilities to clients which he 
could not drop at a moment’s notice; he had a wife and three small children. Colonel Hart-McHarg 
was also a barrister, but he had partners, and was a single man, and had often left his practice for 
trips abroad. What Colonel Hulme should receive is our plaudits for his selection of Colonel 
McHarg. 

J.S. Matthews 

19 OCTOBER 1931 - THE “JUNGLE” OF 1931. HASTINGS SAWMILL. VANCOUVER 
HARBOUR COMMISSION AND COLONEL R.D. WILLIAMS. 
It was a warm heart on a wet day, and Colonel Williams, which started that remarkable  
humanitarian haven for the destitute and distressed men—many of them splendid specimens,  
and fully half veterans of the Great War—which spontaneously grew up on the old Hastings  
Sawmill site during the spring of 1931, and existed throughout the summer until about  
September. By a strange whim of fate, this odd collection of crude habitations sprung up on that  
most historic site, the bare scene where once stood the first important settlement on Burrard Inlet,  
the Hastings Mill, now no more, once the terminus of the historic road, a mere slit in the forest,  
which led to and from New Westminster and civilisation.  

Today the great transcontinental road, the Canadian Pacific Railway passes through it before  
finally reaching its Pacific terminus a half a mile further on, and it is, or was, this fact which  
contributed to the establishment of the “Jungle.” Hundreds of forlorn men in search of work were,  
during 1931, “beating” their way backwards and forwards, first east, then west, on the car roads,  
in search of work, and as the freight trains passed into the terminals of Vancouver they dropped  
off at convenient points, this particular one being a popular dropping off point.  
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