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Hotel verandahs went out of fashion, and it was removed in early years.

Photo [is] in Archives and in possession of W.F. Findlay of Mount Pleasant, a nephew and a
pioneer.
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24 JANUARY 1932 - THE FIRST VOLUNTEER SOLDIER OF VANCOUVER.

The first volunteer soldier of Vancouver was probably Corporal J.Z. Hall, afterwards a well-known
citizen and real estate broker of Vancouver, and resident at “Killarney,” Point Grey Road,
Vancouver, and whose wife, now, 1932, a widow, was formerly Miss Jesse Columbia Greer,
daughter of Sam Greer of Greer’s Beach and a brilliant, public spirited woman.

Corporal Hall belonged to the British Columbia Garrison Artillery, and at first had a small
stationery store in Granville. He journeyed to New Westminster to attend drills, sometimes
walking, and sometimes reaching Vancouver in the early hours of the morning after attending
drills. It is stated by his wife, Mrs. Hall, that he never missed a drill. His photograph, taken in the
uniform of his corps in 1885, is in the Archives. He died in September 1925 or 1926.

The first telephone in Vancouver was in Mr. Hall’s stationery store. Mrs. Hall states that he told
her that he had a telephone in his store long before Tilley’s generally reputed to be the first
phone. It was a toll line; 25¢ per call.

The uniform of the B.C.B.G.A. shows a bearskin busby with white plume, and scarlet flap on the
right side. The buttons are shining brass, the belt white with buckle surmounted with a grenade.
The scabbard is for the long bayonet, and a beard is worn.

JSM

Herring, who was in this unit in early days, told me the tunic was artillery blue, and so were
trousers, which had a broad red stripe down seams. He said, “l never saw a red coat in New
Westminster after the Royal Engineers left.”

JSM

CITY OF VANCOUVER, SURVEY OF SITE FOR CITY, CANADIAN PACIFIC LANDS,
ALDERMAN L.A. HAMILTON.
Copy of letter:

Canadian Pacific Hotels
Vancouver, B.C.
4" Oct. 1929
J. Alex Walker Esq.
Town Planning Commission
Vancouver
Town Planning Commission
RECEIVED. Oct. 5th 1929
Dear Mr. Walker:

| was most gratified on returning to the hotel to find your note and the
book “Of a plan for the City of Vancouver.”

| am sorry | have to leave tomorrow by 9 a.m. train as | know | would
have enjoyed a chat with you. | cannot say that | am proud of the original
planning of Vancouver. The work however was beset with many difficulties. The
dense forest. The Inlet on the north and False Creek on the south. The pinching
in of the land at Carrall Street. A registered plan on the east and one on the west.
My first plan was based on the cancellation of the plan to the west and “Lot 185.”
| had a new plan drawn making great changes in it. So made that all the streets
leading westerly from the C.P.R. property would run without any jog with those in
Lot 185. There were a number of owners in fact all but one consented to it. A Mr.
Pratt (Spratt) who owned 4 lots on the waterfront where the lofty Marine Building
is now being erected, had had a disagreement with the other land owners, and
was determined to fight through the courts to prevent us altering the original plan.
As we could not wait | had to adapt my plan as nearly as possible with the old
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