
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 
 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 
 
 

Early Vancouver  

Volume One  

By: Major J.S. Matthews, V.D.  

2011 Edition (Originally Published 1932)  

Narrative of Pioneers of Vancouver, BC Collected During 1931-1932. 

A Collection of Historical Data, Maps, and Plans Made with the Assistance of  
Pioneers of Vancouver Between March and December 1931.  

About the 2011 Edition 

The 2011 edition is a transcription of the original work collected and published by Major Matthews. Handwritten marginalia 
and corrections Matthews made to his text over the years have been incorporated and some typographical errors have 
been corrected, but no other editorial work has been undertaken. The edition and its online presentation was produced by 
the City of Vancouver Archives to celebrate the 125th anniversary of the City's founding. The project was made possible 
by funding from the Vancouver Historical Society. 
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Item # EarlyVan_v1_0096 

30 DECEMBER 1931 - GRANVILLE. ROYAL SAPPERS AND MINERS. EARLY VANCOUVER. 
W.H. GALLAGHER, ESQ. 
“It was the Royal Engineers” (no) “who cleared the forest off old Granville,” said Mr. W.H. 
Gallagher, and then as an afterthought added, “and a few pioneers of pioneers; men who had 
permission to go there, for instance, Arthur Sullivan’s father cleared his own land—on Cordova 
Street, between Abbott and Carrall—and Sam Brighouse and John Hailstone built a place where 
they sold milk, where they kept the cans, the milks cans, fifteen years before Vancouver was 
thought of. 

“They kept their cows out on the ranch, on the cliff at the foot of, and to the west a little, Burrard 
Street, overlooking the inlet.” 

Mr. Gallagher is growing older; a shock of steel white hair has replaced what was once dark 
brown, and now clothes a venerable head; not surprising considering that, forty-five years ago, he 
was old enough to act as special constable at the old Westminster Avenue Bridge the night of the 
Great Fire on the 13th June 1886. Today this veteran pioneer, now 72, formerly an alderman of 
the city, still continues to take a lively interest in civic and business affairs. He represented British 
Columbia at the great Buenos Aires (South America) Exposition a year or so ago, and now is 
actively engaged at his office, and early wooden building at the southeast corner of Richards and 
Pender streets. He lives at 1925 Comox Street, but came to Vancouver in April 1886, before the 
Fire. He is now packing up, preparatory to a pleasure trip to Europe. 

GRANVILLE, 1885. 
“The townsite of Granville was a small oblong, less than twenty acres—four blocks—along the 
shore of Burrard Inlet, low lying at the narrowest separation of False Creek and Burrard Inlet; 
during the high tide months of June and December, the water from both arms of the sea flowed 
freely across what is now Columbia Street. 
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