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GRANVILLE, 1882. 
In explanation of the map of the Town of GRANVILLE, 1870 (Trutch.) 

There is extant a somewhat crude sketch of the shorefront, now Water Street, of Granville in 
1882, showing the buildings at that time in very much the same position as they appear in the 
above map, save and except that which is shown as being located in the middle of Carrall Street. 
What this building was, what became of it, and whether or not it was the Deighton Hotel, and was 
moved onto Lot 1, Block 2, O.G.T., where the Deighton House afterwards stood, has not so far 
been established. 

An article which appeared in the Vancouver Daily Province of 9 September 1929, written by Mr. 
Carter-Cotton (son of the Hon. F.L. Carter-Cotton, of the News-Advertiser), and an early 
Vancouver newspaper reporter—he died in about 1930—states the buildings in the sketch, which 
is reproduced, are as follows: 

1-Deighton Hotel, Bill Blair, proprietor. 

2-Provincial Government Building and Jail, residence of Jonathan Miller, policeman and tax 
collector. 

3-Telegraph office. 

4-Mannion’s Hotel. 

5-Sullivan’s Grocery store, hall above, where fraternal societies met. 

6-In this location was Louis Gold’s general store, which seems to be out of focus (?) 

7-Robertson’s Saloon. 

8-Ben Wilson’s store, afterwards conducted by Mrs. Wilson. 

9-Trail leading to Spratt’s Wharf. 

10-On the other side of Wilson’s store was Methodist Hall where Rev. C.P. Thompson 
preached. 

11-On the other side of Deighton Hotel, out of sight, was McKendry’s shoe store. 

3 MARCH 1931 - KITSILANO BEACH. SMELTS. SALMON. ELK. 
“About the smelts at Kitsilano Beach?” responded Mr. William (Bill) Hunt of 2158 Seventh Avenue 
West, “At one time the smelts used to come into the beach, Greer’s Beach, in millions. When we 
were camping, about an hour after high tide, somebody would be watching, and would halloo out, 
‘Here they are,’ and all hands would turn out with all the dish pans they could get, and scoop 
them out onto the beach. At that time they were so thick that I have stood on the beach, in the 
edge of the water, and after getting all I wanted, and would see how many I could pick up in each 
hand before they would go back in the wave. I have picked up seven or eight in each hand. This 
would be from about 1897 or earlier to about 1904 or 1905. 

“It is a matter of anybody’s idea of what caused them to quit; whether it was too much trawling, or 
too much traffic, or gill netting. They still come now at Second Beach in Stanley Park, but not so 
many as formerly. They used to be just as thick at what is now Locarno Beach, but when I was 
there last year there were none. In the days I speak of, you could get them in any part of Greer’s 
Beach, and it was ‘solid’ with them, all along. Nowadays there are a few come at the end of the 
beach, now called Greer’s Point. 

“It was quite a sight to see them at night; just after the tide had turned; you could go down there 
at night, in the dark, and see them shooting around like balls of fire. They have a peculiar little 
rattle when their tails are wiggling, and when you ‘get onto it,’ you can hear them; you can tell it 

18 



 

 
 

 

      

 
 

 

 

 

 

      

 

 

 

from the swell. When it is calm, then water is full of phosphorus, and, as soon as they see you, 
they shoot off like balls of fire. 

“When we came back from the Yukon we bought 150 feet on the south side of Second Avenue in 
the 2200 block; that was in 1899. At that time we were the farthest west occupied block on 
Second Avenue. There was with us Murchie, the tea man, Coe or Miller and Coe, the china 
people, and his father, and, I think, afterwards, H.H. Williams, a retired man, came on First 
Avenue.” 

J.S.M. 

3 MARCH 1931 - CITY HALLS. POLICE STATION. WATER STREET. GASTOWN. 
H.P. McCraney, one of our first park commissioners, says that before the fire, the Police Station 
was on the south side of Water Street, just west of Carrall, and that it was there that the City 
Council first met. As he had much to do with Council affairs he ought to have knowledge. 

Immediately after the fire, he says, they went to the famous tent, which stood on the northeast 
corner of Carrall and Alexander streets, almost over the water, and across from where the 
Sunnyside Hotel stood. From there they went to the Oppenheimer Building, a single storey brick 
building on the east side of the lane corner on Powell Street, between the C.P.R. English Bay line 
and Carrall Street, still standing, and now occupied by Henry Darling and Sons, Paints and 
Stains, 28 Powell Street. The City Offices were located there while the new City Hall on Powell 
Street was being built. A peculiarity of both Oppenheimer buildings—one on southeast corner 
Powell and Columbia—is that they were fitted with iron shutters and fastenings; the only building 
so fitted, so far as is known; evidently in fear of another fire such as 1886. 

Alderman L.A. Hamilton, says Mr. McCraney, tells a story about this building, and the new City 
Hall on Powell Street. It is explained that the Oppenheimers were most influential men, and much 
of what they desired to be done was effected; for instance, the original very crooked street car 
line was built to suit them as property owners; they were large landowners, had a large wholesale 
grocery business, and two of them were on the City Council. The single storey brick building had 
a sign, their business name, “OPPENHEIMER BROS” over it, left untouched during the few 
months used as a City Hall. 

Hamilton was walking east on Powell Street one day when a man stopped him; a notorious wag. 
The man asked him where he was going. Hamilton replied, “Up to the new City Hall,” pointing up 
the street. The wag looked up at the big sign and said, “Why didn’t you take your sign with you 
when you moved?” 

J.S.M. 

3 MARCH 1931 - KITSILANO BEACH. GREER’S BEACH. ELK. SALMON. 
“As I was telling,” continued Mr. Hunt, “one day, it must have been about 1900, I went for a stroll 
along Greer’s Beach, towards the ‘Hotel Site.’ At that time I was living in the 2200 block on 
Second Avenue, and came down what was left of the old skid road. Whether this road was 
connected with the log dump I do not recall, but the old log dump was on the beach in front of 
what is now Tatlow Park. (It was not connected.) All the timber from what is now Kitsilano came 
down into that dump.” (Not quite correct.) 

“To get along the beach I had to go when the tide was low, because when the tide was in, the 
water backed up the sloughs which ran in a southeasterly direction as far as Maple Street or 
farther. On reaching a point at what is now the foot of McNicholl Avenue, I turned into the swamp 
to examine the standing timber, and noticed that the wind had blown down a tree, about eighteen 
inches in diameter. It was on the edge of the swamp, and to its roots still clung about eighteen 
inches of moss and earth which had come clean off the hardpan, bringing with it about six inches 
of elk dung, well preserved, and not broken up. The upturned root would be probably ten feet high 
by fifteen wide, and the whole bottom of it was covered with this elk dung. 

19 


