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Comments by eye-witnesses 

April 29th 1932. 

Dear Major Matthews: 

I have read over your account of the Fire, and so far as I can see it is correct. Of course, your 
informant saw it from a different angle from what I did as he was in town at the time, while I was 
across the Inlet, and naturally only knew of what happened from what I was told. Of the starting 
point and the suddenness of the fire as well as of the complete destruction of the town there can 
be no doubt. Some (at least one) of the bodies of those who perished were not found for twenty-
five years. The last was that of a man whose body or skeleton was found some years ago in the 
bush at the south side of Prior Street, near the C.N.R. yards. 

Geo. L. Schetky. 

Note: Mr. Schetky was a member of the Vancouver Volunteer Fire Brigade, 1886. The body mentioned 
above was identified by the watch found beside it. 

April 29th 1929 

Dear Mr. Matthews: 

I have read the enclosed article regarding the Vancouver Fire June 13th 1886, with very much 
interest. It very correctly describes the fire and I fail to find anything in the article which should not 
be published. I shall be glad at any time to give you what information I have regarding the early 
history of Vancouver. 

W.E. Graveley 

J.A. Mateer, Member, Vancouver Volunteer Fire Brigade: “It’s true all right, but reads in the first person—
make it clear that you are recording the words of another person.” 

Cecil Scott, Editor, Sunday Magazine Section, Vancouver Daily Province: “Dear Major: your story is 
graphic, colorful and picturesque.” 

 388



 

 
Item #  EarlyVan_v2_158 

 389



 
Item #  EarlyVan_v2_159 

 390



 
Item #  EarlyVan_v2_160 

 391



 
Item #  EarlyVan_v2_161 

 392



 
Item #  EarlyVan_v2_162 

 393



 
Item #  EarlyVan_v2_163 

 394




