
Early Vancouver 
 

Volume Two 
 

By: Major J.S. Matthews, V.D. 
 

2011 Edition (Originally Published 1933) 
 

Narrative of Pioneers of Vancouver, BC Collected During 1932. 
 

Supplemental to volume one collected in 1931. 
 

About the 2011 Edition 
The 2011 edition is a transcription of the original work collected and published by Major Matthews. 
Handwritten marginalia and corrections Matthews made to his text over the years have been incorporated 
and some typographical errors have been corrected, but no other editorial work has been undertaken. 
The edition and its online presentation was produced by the City of Vancouver Archives to celebrate the 
125th anniversary of the City's founding. The project was made possible by funding from the Vancouver 
Historical Society. 

Copyright Statement 

© 2011 City of Vancouver. Any or all of Early Vancouver may be used without restriction as to the nature 
or purpose of the use, even if that use is for commercial purposes. You may copy, distribute, adapt and 
transmit the work. It is required that a link or attribution be made to the City of Vancouver.  
 

Reproductions 
 
High resolution versions of any graphic items in Early Vancouver are available. A fee may apply. 
 

Citing Information 
 

When referencing the 2011 edition of Early Vancouver, please cite the page number that appears at the 
bottom of the page in the PDF version only, not the page number indicated by your PDF reader. Here are 
samples of how to cite this source: 
 
Footnote or Endnote Reference:  
Major James Skitt Matthews, Early Vancouver, Vol. 2 (Vancouver: City of Vancouver, 2011), 33. 
 
Bibliographic Entry: 
Matthews, Major James Skitt. Early Vancouver, Vol. 2. Vancouver: City of Vancouver, 2011. 

 
Contact Information 

City of Vancouver Archives 
1150 Chestnut Street, Vancouver, B.C. V6J 3J9 
604.736.8561 
archives@vancouver.ca 
vancouver.ca/archives 
 
 



TRAILS. 
“In 1877, with a friend of mine, hired an Indian to take us from Port Moody to Gastown in his canoe, 
walking back to New Westminster through the timber.”  

Dan Callaghan, Port Haney, 24 May 1932. 

MOODYVILLE TICKLER, FIRST NEWSPAPER. 
“I have a copy, Vol. 1 No. 1 of the Moodyville Tickler, pioneer newspaper of Burrard Inlet, 20 July 1878. 
Price 50 cents per copy.”  

Mrs. H.A. Christie, 1932. 

DOUGLAS ROAD. 
“June 1883 to Granville by horse stage over Douglas Road, a mere horse trail through the woods. It was 
then a small place of one short street, a sawmill and logging village.”  

Mrs. C. Cronin, née Blackstock, May 1932. 

GREAT FIRE, 1886. 
“Those who did not dash away within the first five minutes were overcome and burnt to a crisp in the 
streets; others when too late to escape jumped down into wells, but were found suffocated and burnt. 

“A team of horses, delivery wagon and man driver attempting to pass through Hastings Street where the 
Holden Block” (City Hall) “now stands, were overcome and lost; all that remained was the iron tires and 
the ashes.”  

Edward Cook, 5937 Sperling Avenue, 14 May 1932. 

REAL ESTATE, FALSE CREEK. 
“Wishing to see some lots of False Creek one day was advised by the agent to get there at low tide.” 

“On the day of the fire, Mr. Lambert, a friend, was burned to death in the Burrard Hotel, just completed.”  

T. Fred Clulow, Shushartie Bay, 1932. 

EARLY PHOTOGRAPHER. 
“We came here in April 1886, and started a photo gallery. Whilst not the first to start before the fire was 
the only one to start the morning after; all the old photos of Vancouver are taken by me.”  

Harry T. Devine, 1932. 

BORN ON FALSE CREEK, 1874. 
“I was born on False Creek, 15 June 1874. My father, John Elliot, was working in a logging camp at False 
Creek and Jericho. He moved to Nanaimo in 1879.” 

Geo. Elliot, New Westminster, May 1932. 

A.H. FERGUSON. 
“My father came to the Pacific Coast in 1877, and recalled the time when Vancouver had only six or 
seven houses. He told us about coming across the body of a woman while walking down one of the paths 
who had lost her life, and her body was burned to a crisp where she had fallen while trying to escape the 
fire.”  
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