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9. Lieut. Arthur, killed in action, age 21, September 1916, European War. 

10. Miss Marjorie, now Mrs. R.A. Fraser, wife of Col. R.A. Fraser, Heavy Artillery, Montréal. 

Read and approved by Mrs. Walter F. Evans, 25 July 1938. 

MEMO OF CONVERSATION WITH WILLIAM H. EVANS OF 2083 WHYTE AVENUE, VANCOUVER, AS 
HE, NOW AGED 75, DROVE ME HOME FROM A DINNER AT THE HOTEL VANCOUVER GIVEN BY THE 
HOME OIL DISTRIBUTORS LTD., TO SHOW TO A DISTINGUISHED COMPANY A MOVING PICTURE 
FILM DEPICTING EARLY BRITISH COLUMBIA. 
FIRST TRAIN, PORT MOODY. QUEEN STREET, PORT MOODY. 
Mr. Evans said, “I was engineer in charge of the first passenger train to reach Port Moody, July 4, 1886; I 
was 24 then, 75 now. I picked up the train at Kamloops, and brought her on down to tidewater. We did not 
stop at Queen Street, Port Moody, but ran down to the wharf about a mile or so further on. The Victoria 
people got up an excursion boat to come over to meet the train; the excursion boat was lying just across 
the wharf from where we stopped.” 

FIRST TRAIN IN VANCOUVER. NORTH BEND EXCURSIONS. EARLY PICNICS. FIRST ENGINE IN 
VANCOUVER. 
“The first passenger train to arrive in Vancouver got here May 23, 1887, and that night I picked up a train 
of coaches and took a load of excursionists to North Bend” (where there was a stylish C.P.R. hotel.) 

“Vancouver was a small place, nowhere to go, and people—those who had money—were glad to get out 
of town to somewhere. But the first engine to arrive in Vancouver got in long before May 23, 1887; the 
first track laying engine reached Vancouver in November, 1886.” 

WOOD BURNING ENGINE. 
“The first engine into Port Moody—my train—burned wood, two-foot lengths; we picked it up at different 
places along the track.” 

Actual date said to be 23 February 1887. See Jos. W. Cameron. J.S.M. 

MEMORANDUM OF CONVERSATION WITH MR. W.H. EVANS, 2030 WHYTE AVENUE, KITSILANO 
BEACH, AT 2083 WHYTE AVENUE (MAJOR MATTHEWS, CITY ARCHIVIST), SATURDAY NIGHT, 
12 SEPTEMBER 1936. 
FIRST TRAIN. PORT MOODY. 4 JULY 1886. 
The following conversation resulted from an item which appeared in the Province, Vancouver, Saturday, 5 
September 1936, Magazine section, page 5, column 2, which states: “W.F. Fullerton, whose own 
souvenir is a lump of coal taken from the tender” (on arrival of first train, Port Moody, 4 July 1886.) 

In reply to a letter directed to Alderman Fullerton of Victoria by the City Archivist, Vancouver, he replied: 

It is quite correct to state that the piece of coal was taken from the tender (by myself) of the first 
train when she arrived; there was such a rush for souvenirs; my prize was the piece of coal. How 
coal was carried on the wood tender I cannot say, but it was there alright. 

W.F. Fullerton. 

CONVERSATION, W.H. EVANS WITH J.S. MATTHEWS. 
Mr. Evans: (on phone) “Are you going to be in?” 

City Archivist: Yes, come on over. 

Later, Mr. Evans: “Mr. Fullerton says he picked up a piece of coal on the tender.” 

City Archivist: Writes to confirm it. 
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