Early Vancouver
Volume Five
By: Major J.S. Matthews, V.D.
2011 Edition (Originally Published 1945)
Narrative of Pioneers of Vancouver, BC Collected During 1936-1945.

Supplemental to volumes one, two, three and four collected in 1931, 1932 and 1934.

About the 2011 Edition

The 2011 edition is a transcription of the original work collected and published by Major Matthews.
Handwritten marginalia and corrections Matthews made to his text over the years have been incorporated
and some typographical errors have been corrected, but no other editorial work has been undertaken.
The edition and its online presentation was produced by the City of Vancouver Archives to celebrate the
125" anniversary of the City's founding. The project was made possible by funding from the Vancouver
Historical Society.

Copyright Statement

© 2011 City of Vancouver. Any or all of Early Vancouver may be used without restriction as to the nature
or purpose of the use, even if that use is for commercial purposes. You may copy, distribute, adapt and
transmit the work. It is required that a link or attribution be made to the City of Vancouver.

Reproductions

High resolution versions of any graphic items in Early Vancouver are available. A fee may apply.

Citing Information

When referencing the 2011 edition of Early Vancouver, please cite the page number that appears at the
bottom of the page in the PDF version only, not the page number indicated by your PDF reader. Here are
samples of how to cite this source:

Footnote or Endnote Reference:
Major James Skitt Matthews, Early Vancouver, Vol. 5 (Vancouver: City of Vancouver, 2011), 33.

Bibliographic Entry:
Matthews, Major James Skitt. Early Vancouver, Vol. 5. Vancouver: City of Vancouver, 2011.

Contact Information

City of Vancouver Archives

1150 Chestnut Street, Vancouver, B.C. V6J 3J9 P
604.736.8561
archives@vancouver.ca /A C]TY OF

vancouver.ca/archives VA N C O U V E R

Archives




MEMORANDUM OF CONVERSATION WITH W.R. LORD, 21 AUGUST 1934.

MOUNTAIN VIEW CEMETERY. FIRST BURIAL.

“Hirschberg committed suicide in the attic of the Leland Hotel; he was the first burial in Mountain View.
His grave is on the top of the knoll, it is right close to the fence on what is now 34" Avenue, old Bodwell
Road.” (See F.W. Hart and H.E. Ridley.) Mrs. David Evans denies location of grave; Mr. Lord admits he
never saw it.

COAL. TRAIL TO SPRATT’S OILERY.

“The old trail from Gastown to Spratt’s Oilery ran along the edge of the top of the bluff overlooking the
water, that would be a few yards north of the present Hastings Street West. The coal seams, or rather
one of them, was west of the Saltery; just exactly where is hard to say but about the foot of Bute Street,
down near the edge of the tide; the tide did not flow over it. | was never there; when | saw it, it was when |
was passing in a row boat. | don’t remember any coal prospect down near the Granville Hotel, Water
Street.” (See J.H. Scales, etc., also Admiralty Chart No. 1922.)

SQUATTERS.

“McGregor—I have told you about him previously—squatted on Lot 7, Block IV, Old Granville Townsite,
and got it. | squatted on Lot 9, Block Ill, but they scared me out, and | did not get it. | helped McGregor cut
a trail from about the corner of Abbott and Water Street” (see J.B. Henderson) “to his squatter’s lot at
about the corner of Cambie and Cordova; just a narrow trail you could squeeze through, straight from
point to point—as straight as you could cut it.”

TRAILS. GRANVILLE.

“There was the greatest lot of big trees down there along Water and Cordova Street you ever saw; great
big spruce trees, seven or eight feet thick; | remember when the C.P.R. came through they cut some
down ten or eleven feet through.” (See Pat Myers, Jas. McWhinnie, George Cary.)

MRS. SULLIVAN. METHODIST CHURCH.
(See Rev. C.M. Tate, etc., and photo No. C.V., N. Port. 68.)

“Mrs. Sullivan was a grand old lady. She was not a negro, she was a mulatto; so was Mr. Sullivan.”

PENDER STREET CAR LINE.

“Did it not ever strike you as peculiar that the first street car line west of Granville should run down Pender
Street, along the edge of a district instead of down the middle. Well the reason that was done was
because the old Post Office was erected on the” (southwest) “corner of Pender and Granville, and the car
line led to the Post Office, and saved them walking.”
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