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NOTE.

On receipt of the letter of Rev. Mr. Sheepshanks, dated 27 June 1860, Col. Moody appears to have
delayed writing to Douglas in Victoria until over three months later, possibly because he wrote the Home
Government direct, in England, but there is no confirmation of this. Relations between Douglas and
Moody were anything but cordial at that time.

Moody did, however, write Douglas on 2 October 1860, stating that a school building would cost probably
forty pounds exclusive of labour, and suggesting that an additional thirty pounds a year be granted, to be
added to the forty pounds already being paid by the parents of the children “by the monthly payment
plan,” for the salary of the schoolmistress.

On the margin of this letter, which is now in the Provincial Archives, is the short curt note in the
handwriting of Douglas: “No Funds, J.D.”

There is also an earlier letter from Sheepshanks to Moody, which is undated, but written before any
school had been opened for the children of the soldiers, asking for one. Moody, having received this
previous letter, wrote Douglas on 7 October 1859. (Sheepshanks had only arrived in New Westminster in
September of that first year—see Vancouver Province of 26 June 1937—so that he got busy at once.
Miss Emily Woodman had started her school for the civilian children down in the “Town” before this. The
Camp was not at present day Sapperton, but beside the Fraser, in front of the penitentiary of today, and
Sapperton arose later.)

This undated letter of Mr. Sheepshanks resulted in Moody writing Douglas on October 7" asking
permission to expend up to one hundred and sixty pounds in making provisional arrangements for a
school. To this letter there was no response from Douglas.

CONVERSATION WITH TOM MACINNES, AUTHOR, WHO CALLED AT THE CITY ARCHIVES, 11 JULY
1941.

“PORTUGUESE JOE”—GREGORIS FERNANDEZ. DR. T.R. MCINNES.

Mr. Maclnnes said: “Portuguese Joe,” why, | remember him; my father dug a bullet out of him and saved
his life. Father said he ‘should have let the blackguard die.” Father” (Dr. T.R. Mclnnes, afterwards
Lieutenant-Governor) “and | came over from New Westminster; he had been in the Civil War with the
Southerners, and knew all about bullets and such, and when someone shot ‘Portuguese Joe,” he came
over from New Westminster to Gastown and | came with him. | was nine years old at the time. It was in
1876; it was summer time, about July 1876.”

GOLD EARRINGS.

“He had gold earrings; | saw them myself; see Jack Bell, he sailed over from Nanaimo in a little sloop with
this ‘Portuguese Joe.’ He did not die of the bullet wound, and afterwards | used to come over often and |
saw him in Gastown. | don’t remember very much, | was between 8 and 10 years old then, but | vaguely
remember those earrings; it was an old custom with sailor men.

“I know it was 1876 because | was attending the Brothers’ St. Louis School, and we were building a
house; it was just after we arrived. It was the year that steamer, Pacific went down off Cape Flattery and
her passengers were lost.” (4 November 1875.)

SUNNYSIDE HOTEL.

“Father told me to stay at the Sunnyside Hotel while he went up the beach to ‘Portuguese Joe'’s’ store,
and | got a fishing line, and the back of the Sunnyside Hotel was over the water, and | fished and caught
some whiting and some fish like eels, and little flounders; there were lots of fish in the harbour at one
time, all gone now. | thought myself very clever, and took the fish to the Chinese cook, and he cooked
them for me.”

(Mr. Tom Maclnnes was born 29 October 1867 at Dresden, Ontario. Came to B.C. with his father and
mother in 1874.)
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